




A helpful friend Iron Truss

A metal vest that can hold 
the back straight

A little horse Crutches



Role play cards

Name Name

Job before the war Job before the war

Actions during 
the war

Actions during 
the war

Problem Problem

Other Information Other Information 

• He was looked after by a doctor for many  
 weeks
• He can only walk with crutches. 
• He is unable to work for his living.
• His wounds are still not healed and so he  
 will have to pay for more treatment.
 

Fought for Parliament. 
Was injured in a battle and received many wounds. 

Farm labourer

Richard Poulson 

• His back is broken 
• He is in pain  
• He cannot work for a living. 
• He can only stand when he wears an iron  
 truss to support his back. 
• His wife has died and he is looking after  
 their small children
• The family will starve unless they have help. 
 

Fought for the King.
Fought in the siege of Bradford

Thomas Morris

Role play cards



Role play cards

Name Name

Job before the war Job before the war

Actions during 
the war

Actions during 
the war

Problem Problem

Other Information Other Information Mary’s brother has been killed fighting for the 
King. 
Her mother is so sad that she stays in bed and 
hardly speaks. 

• Her father was injured defending the town’s  
 fort. 
• He cannot use his arm and so he cannot  
 work as a blacksmith anymore. 
• The family will starve unless they are given  
 money. 

Her father fought as an infantry soldier, 
defending Newark. 

Her father was a blacksmith

Mary Clay 

• He has lost an eye and his right arm. 
• He has broken his back. 
• He cannot walk. 
• He cannot work for a living. 
• His sister has been carrying him on her  
 back. She is old now and this is too difficult  
 for her. 
• The family will starve unless they have help. 

Fought for Parliament.

Raphe Cooper

Mary is a character in 
our film. Her story is 

based on the families of 
real soldiers who were 

wounded in the war



Role play cards

Name Name

Job before the war Job before the war

Actions during 
the war

Actions during 
the war

Problem Problem

Other Information Other Information She has tried to earn money by taking in 
washing, but she cannot earn enough to sup-
port herself. 

• Her husband was killed in a battle. 
• She used to rent out a cottage, but it was  
 pulled down to make way for the town’s  
 siege defences. 
 

Her husband fought for the King 

Her husband was a baker. 

Alice Cooke 

His wife and children were all killed. 

• His farm was ruined by soldiers. He has lost  
 all his fruit trees and most of his other crops. 
• Most of his land has been taken by   
 Parliament. 
• He cannot walk and has no way of earning  
 his living.
 

Fought for the King. 
Was wounded defending Newark

Farmer

Thomas Moss

Thomas is a character 
in our film. His story is 
based on real men who 

fought in the war 

Alice is a character in our 
film. Her story is based on 
real women who lost their 

husbands in the war 



Role play cards

Name

Job before the war Job before the war

Actions during 
the war

Actions during 
the war

Problem Problem

Other Information Other Information He and his 8 friends have clubbed together 
to write this petition. They are all in need of 
money. 

He has been riding a little horse because he 
cannot walk. His little horse has died. He cannot 
move without it. He needs money for a new one. 

• Fought for Parliament. 
• Lost both his feet in a battle. 

Francis Calverley Name

Invent your own 
character. Are you a 
wounded solder or 
someone who has lost 
their husband or father? 
What problem do you 
need help with?








Needle and ‘tent’ 
bandages

Cauterising irons 

Duck-billed pliersAmputation saw 
and knife

PoulticeSplint






Cauterising irons 

Heated up in a fire and 
pressed on a wound to stop 
it bleeding. 

Needle and ‘tent’ 
bandages

Small rolled up bandages 
for keeping a wound open 
to help healing. Needle and 
linen thread for closing a 
wound. 

Duck-billed Pliers

For reaching into a wound 
and pulling out bullets

Amputation saw 
and knife

For cutting off wounded  
arms or legs if they become 
infected. The knife cuts 
through flesh. The saw 
cuts through the bone 
underneath. 

Splint

Wooden board  tied around 
broken bones. Straightens 
and supports the bone while 
it heals 

Poultice

A soft mixture of tree bark 
and leaves. Sooths sore 
cuts. 









Richard Poulson 

Richard has been shot in one 
of his legs. 

Francis Calverley 

Francis has lost both of his 
feet. 

Thomas Morris

Thomas’s back is broken and 
he cannot stand up straight. 

Raphe Cooper

Raphe has lost his eye and 
his right arm. He has broken 
his back and cannot move 
his legs.



Write a petition

Help your character win the money they need to survive!

To the Right Worshipful the Justices of the Peace at these sessions. 

The humble petition of (Name)                                        (job)                                                         
Shows that ..
Tell the story of this person’s actions in the war. Make them sound brave!

In this service….
Explain what happened to this person. Do you have a doctor’s certificate to prove what they 
say is true? 

Because of this…
How do these injuries/losses make life difficult?

Therefore, this poor petitioner humbly asks
Explain what does this person needs? Make sure you mention any family members who rely 
on them..

They will ever be bound to pray for you. 
We certify this to be true
List any neighbours or friends who can back up this story 


