M&S: Swimwear
Style for the sun since the 1930s

1920s & 1930s
In 1928 we sold bathing suits and bathing
caps.
Customers shopping for their holidays at M&S
in the 1930s would have seen our advertising
leaflet for woollen swimsuits. The swimsuits
were colour-fast to both sea and sun so were
wearable, durable and fashionable.
The first swimsuits were offered in a variety of
styles to suit the wearer’s modesty: from ‘a
regulation one piece... which essentially spells
swimming’ to ‘a combined brassiere and
shorts to give the utmost comfort and
freedom’.
Swimwear Marketing Leaflet, 1930s
Ref: HO/11/1/5/27

1939
Swimwear available in 1939
included expanding swimsuits,
and swimsuits with ripple stitch
detail.
In the late 1930s we sold knitting
patterns for clothing, including
swimsuits.

Knitting Pattern, late 1930s

1950s
After the Second World War, Chairman Simon Marks
knew the M&S customer was demanding ‘better
materials, better design, better finish…’ Scientific
developments made during the war were used to
fulfil customers’ needs. New fabrics such as rayon
and nylon were widely used to provide people with
easy-wear, easy-care garments, and were perfect for
swimwear.
Shape-enhancing features, such as padded busts
were introduced and strapless styles became popular.
For men, swimming trunks with elasticated waists
were big sellers in the 1950s.
Blue Cotton Swimsuit,
1950s Ref: T52/3

1962

St Michael News, Spring 1962

In the 1960s beachwear
became more popular with
customers. The M&S stand at
the 1962 Ideal Home Show
sold as much swimwear in one
day as an average store would
sell in a week! The stand was
a joint venture between M&S
and British Nylon Spinners to
promote Bri-Nylon.

1969
With the 1960s came a
rise in popularity of
bikinis. In 1969 we sold
over 100,000 of our bestselling towelling bikini!

St Michael News, Spring 1963

1960s
Using seaside locations for
photoshoots became more
and more popular from the
1950s onwards.

In the 1950s men’s shorts
had been loose-fitting, but
from the 1960s onwards a
shorter, tighter style
became fashionable.

St Michael News, Spring 1965

Swimsuit and bikini, 1960s

Shape-enhancing
features such as padded
busts and reinforced
stomach panels had
been introduced in the
late 1950s, but became
really popular in the
1960s.

1960s
From the 1960s men’s
swimming trunks were
generally short and tight.

1970s
Swimsuits in the 1970s and
1980s became more
revealing, with higher legs,
lower backs and cut-out
sections.
Lycra became more popular
for swimwear after it was
used in swimsuits at the
1972 Olympics.

St Michael News, Spring 1971

As the popularity of
package holidays
increased and more
customers were taking
holidays in Europe,
swimwear was advertised
with photoshoots in
exotic locations.
Models were shown on
the beach or by the hotel
pool – selling an
aspirational lifestyle as
well as the swimsuit they
were wearing.

1980
By the 80s, bikinis were
getting smaller and swimsuits
cut higher on the leg. Cutouts and low necklines were
also still popular.
The trikini was introduced in
1980, a compromise between
a bikini and a one piece.

St Michael News, 1980

1987
The ‘monokini’ made its first
appearance allowing shoppers to
choose from a bikini style or a
swimsuit by tying strings at the
sides.
St Michael News, 1987

1994
Male M&S customers in
France and Spain started to
request longer swimming
trunks. These more modest
shorts were also soon
available in UK stores, and
remain popular today.

St Michael News, 1994

The fabric for our swimwear was bought
in from Italy where the most advanced
printing technology was available –
printing on Lycra was very challenging.
The fabric was cut at our suppliers – a
computerised process ensuring accurate
cutting.

The pieces were then sewn together and
lining attached, and underwiring
inserted by hand. The whole process
took just 11 minutes.

1999
Our cup-size swimwear, available in
cups A-E, gave the perfect shape and
lift for a wide range of customers

Cup size swimwear advert, 1999

Post-surgery swimsuit, 2017
On Your Marks, May 2000

2000
2000 saw the introduction of swimsuits with
tummy control panels and secret support, as
well as sport-inspired designs.
In the 1990s M&S created a post-surgery
swimwear collection for women after breast
surgery, and this range continues to expand.

2001
We introduced chlorine resistant swimwear
which gives you more than 200 hours in the
water before the Lycra deteriorates.
Chlorine-resistant swimsuit, 2014

2004
We added performance swimwear to our
View From range of sportwear

View From range at Meadowhall, 2004

2005-10
We continued to develop flattering
and stylish swimwear with clever
technology for the whole family

Per una swimsuit, 2007

2014
Introducing Xtra Life LycraTM to our swimwear
helps it fight against fading and hold its shape
wear after wear.

Kids Xtra Life LycraTM
swimsuit, 2014

2017
Our £10 value men’s trunks
were launched, available in
10 colours, all using our
innovative Quick Dry fabric.

Men’s value trunks, M&S World Feb 2017

2017
For the first time ever, we made use of our Lingerie team’s
expertise as they designed and engineered our women’s
Activewear and Swimwear ranges.
We added SwimsculptTM to 2017’s swimwear range. This
specially sourced Italian fabric has exactly the right blend of
comfort and stretch.

2017
In 2017 our menswear
designers collaborated with
aerial photographer Tommy
Clarke. His photos show
famous coastlines from his
unique perspective and his
prints were used on a range of
men’s swimwear.

SwimsculptTM swimsuit,
M&S World Feb 2017

Tommy Clarke Swimming
Trunks, 2017

2017
We launched Rosie Huntington-Whiteley’s first swimwear
collection as part of our Rosie for Autograph collaboration.

Rosie for Autograph
swimwear, 2017

2018
Our entire swimwear range now has chlorine resist
technology so products will last for longer.

2019
Kids recycled swimwear,
www.marksandspencer.com, 2019

The fabric for our new range of kids recycled
swimwear was made from plastic bottles. Not only
that, but they also include UPF factor 50+, validated
by the British Skin Foundation!

